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Ahoy there sailors and welcome to The 

Island.  We are now coming towards 

the end of the summer season (booooo 

) it has passed way too quickly but we 

have had some great times out on the 

water.  I hope you enjoy this edition 

where we reflect on some of this year’s 

highlights and look forward to some 

exciting new developments.  Hope to 

see you soon on the water.  

 

 

You may have joined us when we held 

the EGM in July.  We shared with you 

the plans to extend the clubhouse and 

thereby improve our changing facilities 

and generally make better use of the 

inside space we have.  Works are 

now starting to get under way and 

the current plan is, (fingers 

crossed…) to have the Phase 1 build 

complete before Christmas.  Draw-

ings are posted up in the club-

house, feel free to ask any com-

mittee member about the planned 

changes if you have any questions.  

We hope you agree that this is a 

really exciting development for 

our club.  To offer to our members 

a higher standard of facilities for 

changing and showering will make 

a great difference particularly 

through the winter months.  This 

will be a ‘self build’ project so 

thanks in anticipation to everyone 

who will donate their time and 

effort.  I’m sure we will have a 

laugh along the way also.  A spe-

cial thanks must also go out to 

Mike Page, our resident architect.  

Mike has already put in a lot of 

effort producing drawings and 

quite simply, without his vision 

this project would not be happen-

ing at all – cheers Mike. 



 

It is always fun to race against some new faces.  In 

May we were visited by Goring Sailing club in the first 

part of our regular challenge match.  We had a good 

turn out with 14 boats on the water in total.  The 

winds were light and that seemed to favour the Gor-

ing fleet.  Both races lasted for over the hour and 

when all the yardsticks had been calculated, alas Gor-

ing were the victors .  The Island put up a good fight 

though, no shame in our performance and it was a 

terrific day.  The return match is in October where we 

travel to their patch of water for the away leg.  We 

hope to even the score even if we are away from 

home!!  

Our current Treasurer, Steve Savin, has been doing a 

sterling job of looking after our finances for the past 

10 years.  After a decade in charge of the money, Ste-

ve will step down at the end of this year.  We are 

keen to find a replacement Treasurer and it could be 

you!!  You don’t need to be a qualified accountant, 

just a passing knowledge of spreadsheets and come 

along about once a month for a committee meeting – 

rumour has it they can even be quite good fun!!??  

No salary, but biscuits are provided ;-)  Have a chat 

with Steve or any committee member if you might be 

interested.  Thanks very much to Steve for all your 

commitment over the years, it is greatly appreciated.   

It seems like an awful long time ago that we had our 

Open Day.  This is our main event of the year in terms 

of attracting new members so it is important for us 

that it goes well.  It was back in April that we put out 

the bunting and opened our doors.  It is very pleasing 

to report that the event was very well attended, we 

took over 20 new people out on the lake and signed 

up around 10 new members.   We even made a small 

profit on the day through the sale of drinks & snacks.  

Thanks to everyone who attended, who helped set up 

and prepare, and probably most importantly WEL-

COME to our new members.   

A big thanks to Bill for again organising our posh 

yachting days out on the south coast.  Over two 

days we took out the lovely Sea Essay from her 

mooring on the Hamble to play about in the So-

lent.  Dinghy sailing is fun but it is nice to pretend 

we are millionaires living it up on a yacht if only 

for a day.  Thanks Bill, we hope to do it all again 

next year!  

We currently have a couple of boats in the din-

ghy park which members are wishing to sell.  If 

you are interested in any of them then please 

ask a committee member who will be happy to 

give you some more details.   

Topaz X 2 

Mirror X 2 

Firefly X 1 

Tideway X 1 



 

The photo shows the 2019 winners of the Island 

Sailing Club Reading's annual Longest Day race, 

held as close as possible to Midsummer's Day. 

From left to right, club Commodore Dave Bud-

dery, and the winning team, John Beech, Bill 

Taylor and new member Roland Briggs. They 

won in a club GP14 against another GP14 and a 

Laser Radial.  

The weather was almost perfect, warm but not 

blazingly sunny with a decent easterly wind. 

Enough to power the dinghies at a good speed. 

The race was a relay type with the crews chang-

ing over every 3 laps or so and lasted 4 hours 

(so around 17 laps) with the winning margin just 

30 seconds!! 

Engraved on the trophy are the names of the 

winners for every year since the race was intro-

duced way back in 1981. John's, Bill's and 

Roland's names will be on soon. 

So far this year we have trained 8 new mem-

bers to Level 1.  Congratulations to all our 

newly qualified sailors.  We hope you have had 

the opportunity to improve your newly ac-

quired skills over the summer.  If not then re-

member we have the ‘buddy scheme’ availa-

ble to you where existing members are happy 

to assist on a regular club day, look out for the 

notifications on WhatsApp. Level 2 training is 

scheduled for 14th & 15th September – please 

let a committee member know if you would 

like to sign up.  
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